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Westover Farm, formerly comprised of tracts known as "Great Hopes" and

""Dear Purchase,"

contains the altered, but nevertheless, significant mid
eighteenth-century plantation house of Samuel Wilson, one of the most influential
residents of Somerset County during the second half of the eighteenth century.
The two-story, five-bay center hall house was erected on Back Creek with an
acbitious plan and careful attention to detail. A generous center stair passage
separates the four-room first floor. Although now covered with stucco, the ex-
terior masonry was distinguished with the best of eighteenth-century craftsmanship.
Similar to neighboring "Arlington,'" built by Samuel's older brother, Ephraim, the
Westover walls were raised with expensive glazed header Flemish bond brick with
rubbed brick arches over the doors and windows.

Despite its architectural prominence, the house received varying degrees of

maintenance through the second half of the nineteenth century. One description

printed by Harper's Weekly in 1879 called it a,

v1,fine building, broad and roomy, with an air of vanished
grandeur about it. Decaying as the old Westover mansion now
is, fallen into ruin here and there through years of neglect and
i1l usage, it still stands a monument of former Eastern Shore
mangnificence and hospitality...Such it might have been in the
old times; but alas! it is crumbling to ruin, and its glory is

rapidly departing. The ball-room is used as a granary.
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5+ the last decade of the nineteenth century the house was evidently in such poor

repair that Frederick Baldt of Chester County, Pennsylvania, reworked the old brick
kouse by adding a thick layer of stucco. Inside the old woodwork was replaced with
high quality quarter-sawn oak paneling. Although all of the domestic and agricul-

tural outbuildings have been destroyed, a significant collection of above-ground

burial vaults stands behind the house and pertain to the Wilson and Custis families.
A Even though the architectural significance of the house has been compromised,
tte history of the property is crucial when studying the immediate area.

In his will of January 5, 1732, Ephraim Wilson (1664-1733) bequeathed to his
grandson, Ephraim, a l65-acre tract known as ''Great Hopes," located on the north
side of Back Creek. Ephraim also inherited title to "Wilson's Lott," in 1750
through his father, David Wilson (1704-1750). Since Ephraim owned "Wilson's Lott"
oz the south side of Back Creek, Ephraim transferred ownership of "Great Hopes,"
to his brother, Samuel in June of 1758 (B/216). Although Samuel was a minor at
the time of his father's death in 1750, his name is found on land transfers as
early as 1742 (X/162). Samuel's father, David Wilson, specifically states is his
will that, "Colonel George Gale, Ephraim King, Richard Waters, and my son Ephraim
should take charge of my son Samuel and his estate until he arrives to the age of
oae and twenty."(EB 17/105). Throughout the following half-century, Samuel Wilson
a—assed a tremendous agricultural and industrial complex at the head of Back Creek.
Ia addition, he is well-known as one of the key figures in locating and building the

Eack Creek Academy in 1767 (later known as the Washington Academy).
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Samuel Wilson's tax assessment of 1783 mentions,'"a brick dwelling house,
two story high and kitchen, good, other improvements sorry.”" The value of his
"Great Hoped' plantation house was set at £ 1800, while his total worth was es-
tablished at;;remendous £ 3531. Seven years later, Samuel Wilson's will was
entered in the Somerset will books (EB 17/105), which bequeathed most of his
property to his son, John Custis Wilson, '
I give the plantation whereon I live called Great Hopes, except
the small part which runs from the new bridge to the northwest
corner of the academy land and so with the line of the same up
to a pine by a ditch near the milb to my son John.
Eight years later, the federal assessors described Great Hopes once more,
then containing 1200 acres, along with Dear Purchase containing 3200 acres. John
Wilson's dwelling plantation was described as,
| Dwelling House 45 feet by 38 feet brick, two story, | kitchen
26 by 24 feet, two story brick, colonade 20 feet long 10 feet
wide, | smoke house 15 feet square, 1 milk house 18 by 14 feet,
] stable 34 by 26 feet, 1 turkey house 14 by 12 feet, | cariage (sic)
house 30 by 24 feet, | lumber house 20 by 16 feet, all in good repair.
It is thought that during John Custis Wilson's ownership the house was
enlarged by another colonnade and a ballroom, which transformed the house into
one of the most impressive dwellings known to stand in Somerset County at the time.
John Custis Wilson and his wife, Peggy Wilson, lived at "Great Hopes'" until their
deaths in the early 1830s. John devised his property to his two sons, John Jr. and
Henry P.C. Wilson. He stipulated in his will, that his daughter, Sally, and her
children, "the children of my son Edward and their heirs shall hold and enjoy the

estate called and known by the name of'Clifton'."
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After John Wilson's death, family ownership of "Great Hopes" and '"Dear

' then known as "Westover," did not continue much longer. John C. Wilson,

Purchase,’
Jr. and his wife, Sally, sold the plantation on May 23, 1832, to William Roach for
$15,000 (GH 6/283). William Roach turned around and sold the property four years
later for the same price to George C. Jenkins (GH 8/514), who held onto the
plantation for the following thirteen years. From 1849 until 1886, "Westover' was
transferred three times. In November of 1886, Frederick Baldt bought the estate
from Edmund B. and Sarah Cook (HFL 5/124). It was during Baldt's twenty-one year

occupation that the house was thoroughly reworked. The current owners' family

purchased the farm in September of 1917 (WJS 73/353).
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1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic estover

and/or common &stover Farn

2. Location

street & number Test side of Sign Post Road ___ not for publication
lestover 2 yieini : i Dirst
clty, town vicinity of congressidnal district
state Jlarvland county Sonerset
3. Classification
Category. Ownership Status Present Use
___district —— public _“*_occupied -> agriculture —___ museum
=*_building(s) - private ——_ unoccupied —— commercial park i
— structure —— both — work in progress — educational <> _ private residence
— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment ——_religious
- —__ object —_inprocess £ yes: restricted —_ government ___ scientific
— being considered —___vyes: unrestricted —— industrial —— transportation
_~{ not applicable ___no ——_ military ——_ other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name 1irs. .Jdarry Xeenan
street & number vestovar Farna telephone no.:
city, town iiestover ' state and zip code;;p 21371

S. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 512150t Clerk of Court liber 7T7p 324
street & number sSomerset County Courtiiouse . folio 212
city, town Princess Anae state D 21353

6. Representation in Existing nistorical surveys

title -saryland ‘listorical Trust Inventory
date 1867 —federal __{ state __ county ___ local
~spository for survey records ‘larvland IIistorical Trust

city, town annapolis state (10 21401




7. Description Survey No. ¢ - 50

Condition Check one Check one

— X excellent —_ deteriorated ___ unaltered > original site

____good —__ruins £ altered — moved date of move
— fair —__ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

Jestover Farm is located on the nortih side of Back Creek, due west of
the small village of iestover, :iD. The mile-long entrance lane narallels
Back Creekx and intersects Sign Post Road on the north side of the creek.
The two-story, five-bay stuccoed wrick house 1s accompanied by a ilson
family cemetery and a few 20th-century farm buildings.

Facing east, the mid 18th=century plantation house rests on a
partially excavated foundation and is covered by a nmediun pitched asphalt
shingle roof. The Flenish bond brick walls have been uniformly covered
witih a laver of stucco. i small patcih of stucco has fallen from above
a second floor window which reveals af finely pointed rubbed brick jack
arch. Under the porch roof, bulges in the stucco indicate a beltcourse
and watertable. A documentary photograph of tie house indicates glazed
header checkerboard patterns on the norti gable end.

The east main facade is divided into five evenly-spaced bays. The
first floor is covered by an early 20th-century wraparound porch supported
»y Fuscan colunns. The south half of tnae porch is screened. A gable
is centered on the porch roof, while the gable-front is sheathed with
round-butt shingles. The glazed front door is flanked by a colored glass
transom and nmulti-pane sidelights. Flanking the entrance bay on each
side are two single-pane sash windows. The second floor has a projecti..,
frame bay window also sheathed with round-butt shingles. Two single-pane
sash windows flank the center bay. A modillioned cornice stretches
across the base of the roof. Centered on the roof slope above is a large
frame dormer with three single-pane sashes and the same shingles.

The north gable end is also covered by the single-story porch. Part
of the porch has been framed in. The fenestration is symmetrical with
two single-pane sashes, one each floor. An interior end brick chimney is
finished with simple corbelled cap. Another patch of original brick
fabric is exposed on this end and reveals the glazed header checkerboard
pattern.

The west side is three bays across and finished in the same manner
as the east facade. A snall two-sided bay window occupies the south
window opening. The projecting second floor bay window is flanked by
single-pana sash windous. Tae cornice iias a crown and bed nolding, but
no modillions. An identical dormer is centered on the west roof slope.

Extending to the south and covering a large portion of tne gable
end is a two-story two-bay aluminum-sided frame addition. An asphalt tile
roof covers the addition. o narrow brick stove stack protrudes tarough
the gable end. Single-pane sasi windows pierce each side.

The interior of the main house is divided into four roons: two to
each sicde of a wide center nhall. Each room, as well as the hall, 1is



8. Significance Survey No. $-50

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture ___ religion
—_1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_conservation —law ___science
— 1500-1599 - economics _literature . sculpture
. 1600-1699 __Sarchitecture ___education ____ military ____soclal/
~* 1700-1799 ____art —_engineering —__muslc humanitarian
___1800-1899 ___ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater
— 1900~ —__ communications ___ industry ___ politics/government ___ transportation
____invention ____ other (specity)
Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: A B _C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

"lestover Farm," consisting of tracts named "Great Hopves" and "Dear
Parchase" contains the altered, but nevertheless significant, mid 18th-
century plantation house of 5Samuel Wilson, one of the most influential
18th~century residents of Somerset County. The two-story, five-bay
c. 1750-1760 center hall house was built on Bacik Creelr with the hest
of 1l3th-century craftsicansihip. Glazed neader flenish bond construction
with rubbed brick arches (now covered wita stucco) is repeated in
neighboring "Arlington," a contemporary plantation hous=2 erected by

“~3muel's older brother, Iphrain. According to early descriptions of
.:1le house, ayphens and wings extended to each side of the ~nain lock.
3y thie late l9b“ entury the nouse was used as a tenant farmhouse and

tisa wore or lega abando wed,  Around thie turn-of-the-century tihe aouce
was thoroujinly reworied insine and out., A& tihdck layer of stucco vas
apnliad +o the brick walls, and £he interior was largelyv gutted of all
lgth=-century woodwork. Only a fow fragnaents renain. The house aas
recelved few alterations since taat rgnovat"on. A significant collection
of above-ground burial vaults stand behind the uouse. All early out-
builaiangs have been renoved fron tne site.

aistory and Support

In ais will of 5 January 1732, Ephrainm Vilson (1664-1733) Lequeathed
to .is grandson, Ephraim, a lé5-acre tract known as "Great llopes" whica
Randall Vest, son of John “est, had conveyed to Iphrain Wilson in August

1733. (511/238).

Grandson hphraim inherited title in 1750 to "Uilson's Lott" fron

ils father, David Wilson (1704-1750), wuo aad acjyuired and resurveyed toae
tract by 1734. 1In June of 1758, Epiaraim transferred ownership of
neijaboring "Great ilopes" to his brother, Sanuel (3/216). EIvidently
camuel had begun assembling large tracts of land as early as 1742 (X/162),
although it is stated in his fathers® will of 1759 that Samuel is a
minor and, "Colonel George Gale, =Epnrain King, Richard Waters, and my
son, Ephrain should take charge of ny son Sarwuel and his estate until he

rrives to tihe age of one and twenty." (Will EBR' 17/105) Through the next
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DESCRIPTION (continued)

—fitted with early 20th-century quarter-savn oak woodwork. The stair rises
2 the northwest corner of the hall and appears to be in its orinigal location.
Iwo sections of raised soffit panels are the only remnants of 18th-century
woodwork.

The present stair consists of tihree runs and two landings which provide
access to the large second floor hall. The newel post has five panels on each
face. Tt is topped by a large ball finial. A molded handrail is supported
by turned balusters that rise from a closed stringer. The adjacent wall
surface is paneled also. A stair closet is located under the second flight
and is enclosed with paneled walls and a two-panel door.

Located to each side of the hall are two rooms. The front (east) roons
are entered tirough open arches flanked by Roman boric ovak columns. Each
corner neartih wall is covered by a two=-part mirrored mantel piece with
flanking Ionic colurmns. Applied decorative ornament fills the frieze above
eacn airror. The fire boxes are fitted with cast iron inserts. Small glazed
brick tiles face the hearth and fireplace surround.

The southwest room is finished with quarter-sawn oak wainscoting in
addition to having a two-part mirrored mantel.

The nortiwest room has been converted into a modern Litchen.

The second floor is divided into four hedrooms, each with a door off
the large hall. All finish materials, aside from some flooring, date to
~ he early 20th-century.

Located immediately behind the house are two 1l9th-century burial vaults
which remain intact. A third grave has been severely danaged. The two
vaults have slightly recessed oval panels. The markers pertain to the Wilson
family, the original owners of the property.
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idistory and Support (continued

alf century, Sarmuel iJilson amassed a tremendous agricultural and a minor
industrial complex in and around Back Creek. In addition,he is well-known
as one of the key figures in locating and building the first Washinjgton
Acadeny on nis own land on the nortih side of Back Creek. Samuel Wilson's
assessment in 1783 mentions a "brick dwelling house two storey high and
kitchen, gjood; other improvements sorry." The value of his "Great lope"
plantation house was set at £1800, while his total worth was established
at a tremendous £3533. (1783 Tax Assessment-lanokin ilundred) Seven years
later Samuel Wilson's will was entered in Somerset County Register of 1ills,
which bequeathed most of his property to his son, John Custis ilson,

"I give the plantation whereon I live called Great liopes
except that small part, which runs from the new bridge
to the northwest corner of the Acadermy land and so with
the line of the same up to a pine by a ditch near the
mill to my son John.,"

Eight years later, the Federal Direct Tax Assessnent described "Great
Hopes," containing 1200 acres, and "Dear Purchase," containing 3200 acres.
Joiin Wilson's dwelling plantation was described as,

1 dwelling house 45 feet by 33 feet brick two story 3
windows 6} feet long 3 feet wide 12 windows 5 feet 38 inches
long 2 feet 4 inches wide 4 windows 5 feet long 2 feet 4
inches wide in good repair, 1 ititchen 26 hy 24 feet two
story brick 6 windows 4 feet 3 inches long 2 feet 4 inches
vide 6 windows 3 feet 4 inches lony 2 feet wide, colonade
20 feet long 10 feet wide 4 windows 4 feet long 3 feet
wide, 1 smoke house 15 feet square, 1 milk house 18 by 14
feet, old, 1 stable 34 by 26 feet 2 windows 4 feet long 2
feet wide 3 windows 2 fect square 1 turkey house 14 by 12
feet, 1 carige house 30 by 24 feet, 1 lumber house 20

Ly 16 feet, all in good repair.

In addition to tihese buildings assessed with the dwelling, John Custis
Jilson's land valuation described another three duellings, one of which vas
a two-story bricit house, 34 by 23, two barns, three quarters, four corn
cribs, one granary, one smoke house, one milk house, one kitchen, two stables
and one windmill. Considering John Wilson's scant eight-vear owmershin
of tais plantation between 1790 and 1793, tihis extensive list of inprovenents
is probably nore likely to represent the condition in which John received
the property, instead of the changes or additions which he mav have nade
after his inheritance. John Custis Wilson and his wife, Peqgyv i7ilson
(daugiter of Ephrain and cousin to Johan), lived oa "Great Hopes" nlantation
until their deaths in the early 1830s. ile devised nis property to nis two
sons: Joan Jr. and lenry P.C., Uilsoin. <o his daughter, Sallv, and her
children - "the children of my son Edward®wa and their heirs shall hold and
enjoy the estate called and known bv the name of "Clifton". The fifth
item in John C. Wilson's will declared,

- That all the pictures, portraits, and lookinug glasses also
clock and desk which may be in my dwelling house at the
time of my deatih, shall continue therein and be attached
to the establishrent as long as it remains the propertv of
ny sons John and Henry.
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History and Support (continued)

—

Wilson ownership of "Great iopes" and "Dear Purchase" otherwise known
as "Westover," did not last much longer for John C. Vilson, Jr. and his
wife, Sally, sold the plantation on 23 Ifay 1832, to William Roach for
$15,000 (Gn 6/233).

¥illiam Roach turned around and sold the property four vyears later for
he same price to George C. Jenkins (Gi 3/514), who held onto the propertyv
for the next thirteen years. From 1849 to 1886, "Vestover" exnerienced
three transfers two of which were settled in Somerset Circuit Court. In
Hoverer of 1886, Frederick Baldt of Chester County, Pennsylvania bought
the estate from Ednund B. and Sarah D. Cook (iH.F.&. 5/124). TFrederick
Baldt owned the property for a majority of the next twentv-one vears and
during tihis tine completely reworked the old Lricii house., A thick conat
of stucco was applied to the exterior wall surfaces, and the mid 18%th-century
woodwori was replaced witli the finest of guarter-sawn oak paneling.
Western and Ddith Starr purchased the farm in 1Y09 (S.F.D. 52/61) and
sudseguently sold it to Isaac V. eenan in Septenber 1217 (V7.J.5. 73/353).
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L., 6/729 Joseph Risley
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11/8/13G0 David Risley ‘Vestover

which was sold to the said Joseph A.
Risley by John I, Crisfield

L.W. 5/521 John S. Purnell
to

3/31/1353 wm.e . Valk
lortgage Viestover Tstate
W.P. 4/297 George C. Jenkins, by Trustee Joan V7.

Crisfield

to

8/23/1349 John §. Purnell

1653 A. Vestovar

WP 2 Court of Equity 11/25/1347
Zipporah Duffield - Complainant

Ann 'l. Jenkins and Peter Dickerson -
Adain. of George Jenkins

t being tiie same tract conveved by
Joan C, ¥Wilson and wife to "illiam Roaci
and by the said Willianm Roach to George C.
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5/23/1332 Yilliam Roach

315,300.00 "all that tract of land called
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Jill Book
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E.B. 17/105

April 25/1790

ilove 12, 1750

Jeed Boolk
3/216

6/20/1753

Joim C. ‘lilson, Jr.
Henry Wilson

"Thirdly, I give and devise tihe whole
residue of iy estate to be equallvy
divided betwveen nmy tiso sons John and

ilenry and thelr heir
Sarwel tilson
to

Joan Wilson

o "
D e

-I jive all my lands in Accomack Counts
to Ny son John Tilson

-I gyive the plantation vhercon I live called
Great .iopes, except that small part, ki

runs from the new bridge to the illorth

West Corner of the Acadeny land and so with
tae line of the same up to a pine by a
ditch near the mill to my son John Wilson.

=I 3ive that small part and both =v nills
on Baci: creelx and all ny lands on the
soutii side of Back Creek
daughter Ililcah Gale i/ilson.

David ifilson
to

son-Sanuel

Branch to nyv

All =y plantation lying and Lieing on tan
norti side of Baci: Creek beinqg part of a
tract called Double Purchase and it is

my desire that Col.

Geor

e Gala, Iphrain

King, Richard “aters, and my son Tnhrain
should taize charge of my son Sanmuel and
his estate until he arrives to the aje

of one and twenty.

Cphraim Wilson

to

Samel ilson, brother of

a tract of lanc¢ of D
on tiie north side of

nubile
Back

I'phrain - part of
Purchase lying

" .2 1
Creel wihich

Randall Revell and Catharine conveyed to
Joan lViest by the name of

Randall West son of

said

Sreat Hones - and whiich
John llest conveyed
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to Ephraim Wilson,

(this is probably a confirmatory -deed
froa Ephraim to Sarwuel made at the noment
Samuel turned 21, which confirms Samuel's
ownersnip of land he inherited as a

mminor from his father)

David Wilson
to
Eparaim wilson, Grandson

to Grandson Iphrain, all that pnlantation
and land helonging to it called "Great
Hopes" that I bought of Randall ‘lest
(165 acres)

Randall Vest, Planter
to

Ephraim Wilson, Gentlenan

8150 - lo5 acres of land lyving on the
north side of Back Creek in Somerset
County aforesaid near the wading place
thercof it being called Double Purchase
which lyes between a piece of land called
Catherine's Content - it heing land which
Randall Revell and Cathering his wife
conveyed formerly by the name of SGreat
iiopes unto John Vest, father of Randall
West,.

Randall Revell
to

John Yest
:lentions Great

[
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1798 Tax Assessment - Manokin Hundred - Wilson John, (Curt?) Lands

1 dwelliag house 34 by 28 brick two story 7 windows 8 feet 4 inches long 3 feet
4 inches wide 2 windows 3 feet 6 inches long 10 inches wide 1 window 6% feet
long 3 feet 4 inches wide 7 windows 5 feet 8 inches long 3 feet 4 inches wide
not finished 1 barn 36 by 20 feet with 10 feet shead on each side, 1 quarter
36 by 24 feet 1 corn house 20 by 10 feet 1 corn house 12 by 9 feet 1 corn house
20 by 10 feet 1 corn house, 38 by 9 feet with a 10 foot shed on one side 1
quarter 24 by 1 feet 1 granary 30 by 24 feet one story and a half with 2 windows
4 feet long 2 feet wide 1 window 3 feet long 21 inches wide 1 barn 50 by 25 out
of repair | dwelling house 26 by 20 feet wood 3 windows 3 feet long 2 feet wide
2 windows 2 feet long 22 inches wide - 1 dwelling house 14 by 12 feet wood one
story 2 windows 4 feet 10 inches 2 feet 4 inches wide, 1 smoke house 10 feet
square 1 milk house 8 by 6 feet old, 1 kitchen 30 by 18 feet out of repair 2
stables 12 feet square 1 quarter 20 by 18 feet out of repair - 1 wind mill land
great hopes 1200 acres Dear Purchase 3200 a.

Valued ?6%A01
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1798 Tax - John Wilson Esgq.
Dwelling Houses - Manokin Hundred

Wilson, John Esq.

1 dwelling house 45 by 38 feet brick two story 8 windows 6% feet long 3 feet
wide 12 windows 5 feet 8 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide 4 windows 5 feet

8 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide in good repair 1| kitchen 26 by 24 feet

two story brick 6 windows 4 feet 3 inches long 2 feet 4 inches wide 6 windows
3 feet 4 inches long 2 feet wide Colonade 20 feet long 10 feet wide 4 windows
4 feet long 3 feet wide 1 smoke house 15 feet square 1 milk house 18 by 14
feet old 1 stable 34 by 26 feet 2 windows 4 feet long 2 feet wide 3 windows

2 feet square 1 turkey house 14 by 12 feet 1| carige house 30 by 24 feet

1 lumber house 20 by 16 feet - all in good repair -

Valued $2,000.00




1783 TAX ASSESSMENT DISTRICT- Manokin

Name-~ Samuel Wilson

Tract Names and Acreage- Great Hope 700 acres, Killmain (?), 150 acres, Wilson's
Purchase, 6094(Resurvey)

Improvement s—

Brick dwelling house two story high kitchen good other improvements sorry

Situation- Back Creek

Soil Condition- Red Clay

Quantity of Arable Land- 300

Quantity of Woodland- 550

Meadow-

Value of Lands- % 1800..0..0

Males and Females under 3 yrs. of age- 8 Value- £ 40
Males and Females 8 to 14- 3 Value- £ 75
Males from l4-to 45- 3 Value- + 350
Females from 14 to 36- 10 Value- 3 gqp
Miles above 45 and Females above 36- 5, 3 infirm Value- % 90
Plate-Ounces 359 Value- % 149..11..8
Horses- 15 Black Cattle- 24 Value- % 186..0..0

Value of other Property- 240..8..4

Total Amount- - 3531..0..0

Assessment Thereon- <+ 44,.2,.9

White Inhabitants— Males 2 Females- 9




1783 TAX ASSESSMENT DISTRICT- AN S 0 i ond

Name—/j/\"/\/tmm_, Wit gon

Tract Names and Acreage- C)jﬂt AT [+wp€ VIO A asy K e MAa C?)w
150 arEs) WiUsanNs WS E éoq'(ﬁecuiuf—-;{)

Improvements-K g, ¢ /¢

PrtcLirivh e Y = + o Sm»’tﬁ )¢t

Cirineny  Qoov OTItE Ke (P PR UVE rAx VT S mn,ej

1

Situation- P Ace Crew e

Soil Condition- I(—E 1’ C L A"\-]

Quantity of Arable Land- 30 O

Quantity of Woodland- 55O

Meadow-

Value of Lands- « (HFo0D..9..9D

Males and Females under 3 yrs. of age- 5] Value- [ 4o
Males and Females 8 to l4- 5 Value- £ g
Males from l4:to 45- g Value- 7 350
Females from 14 to 36- (O Value- £ 6 00O

Midles above 45 and Females above 36- ;, 3 wFrrn Value- f‘?u

Plate-Ounces 3gﬁ Value- # /49  [1..8

Horses- /9§ Black Cattle- ¢ 4 Value- 20 /8 L. 0. o)

Value of other Property- 2 44.. §.. 4

Total Amount- ;{ 5577/"0’0
Assessment Thereon- J\ 44’ ,2- '?

’

White Inhabitants- Males Females- i
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S-50 c. 1750-1760
Westover Farm

Near Westover

Private

"Westover Farm,'" consisting of tracts known as '"Great Hopes"
and "Dear Purchase" contains the altered, but nevertheless
significant, mid 18th-century plantation house of Samuel Wilson,
one of the most influential 18th-century residents of Somerset
County. The two-story, five-bay center hall house was erected
on Back Creek with an ambitious plan and careful attention to
detail. A generous center passage with stair divides the four-
room first floor., The exterior was distinguished with the best
traditions of 18th-century brick craftsmanship. Similar to
neighboring "Arlington" (S-51), built by Samuel's older brother,
Ephraim, the walls were raised with expensive glazed header
Flemish bond brick with rubbed brick arches over the doors and
windows.

Despite the architectural significance of the house, it was
used during the second half of the 19th century as a tenant house,
and accordingly, it was not given proper care. By the last
decade of the 19th century the house was evidently in such poor
repair that Frederick Balt of Chester County, Pennsylvania,
reqorked the old brick house by adding a thick layer of stucco
and completely refitting the interior with quarter-sawn oak woodwork.
Since that time, the house has received few alterations. A
significant collection of above-ground burial vaults stand behind

the house.




e

Even though the dwelling has been significantly altered,
the history of the property is extremely important in understanding
the immediate area.

In his will of January 5, 1732, Ephraim Wilson (1664-1733)
bequeathed to his son, Ephraim, a 165-acre tract known as "Great
Hopes," which Randall West has conveyed to Ephraim Wilson in
August of 1730 (SH/288). Grandson Ephraim also inherited title
in 1750 to "Wilson's Lott" from his father, David Wilson (1704-
1750), who had purchased and resurveyed the tract by 1734. Since
grandson, Ephraim owned "Wilson's Lott" on the south side of Back
Creek, Ephraim transferred ownership of "Great Hopes" to his
brother, Samuel in June of 1758 (B/216). Although Samuel was a
minor at the time of his father's death in 1750, his name is
found on land transfers as early as 1742 (X/162). Samuel's father,
David Wilson specifically states in his will of 1750 that,
"Colonel George Gale, Ephraim King, Richard Waters, and my son
Ephraim should take charge of my son Samuel and his estate until
he arrives to the age of one and twenty." (Will Book EB 17/105).
Thoughout the following half-century, Samuel Wilson amassed a
tremendous agricultural and minor industrial complex in and
around Back Creek. In addition, he is well-known as one of the
key figures in locating as early as 1767 the first Washington
Academy on his own land on the north side of Back Creek.

Samuel Wilson's tax assessment of 1783 mentions, "a brick
dwelling house, two storey high and kitchen, good; other improve-

ments sorry." The value of his "Great Hope" plantation house
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was set at b 1800, while his total worth was established at a
tremendous bk 3531, Seven years later, Samuel Wilson's will was
entered in the Somerset will books (EB 17/105), which bequeathed
most of his property to his son, John Custis Wilson,

"I give the plantation whereon I live called Great

Hopes, except the small part which runs from the

new bridge to the northwest corner of the academy

land and so with the line of the same up to a pine

by a ditch near the mill to my son John."

Eight years later, the Federal Direct Tax Assessment
described "Great Hope' once more, then containing 1200 acres,
along with "Dear Purchase'" containing 3200 acres. John Wilson's
dwelling plantation was described as,

1 Dwelling 45 feet by 38 feet brick, two story, 1

kitchen 26 by 24 feet two story brick, colonade

20 feet long 10 feet wide, 1 smoke house 15 feet

square, 1 milk house 18 by 14 feet, 1 stable 34 by 26

feet, 1 turkey house 14 by 12 feet, 1 cariage (sic)

house 30 by 24 feet, 1 lumber house 20 by 16 feet,

all in good repair.

John Custis Wilson and his wife Peggy Wilson (daughter of
Samuel's brother, Ephraim) lived on "Great Hopes' plantation until
their deaths in the early 1830s. John devised his property to
his two sons; John Jr. and Henry P.C. Wilson. To his daughter,
Sally, and her children; '"the children of my son Edward and
their heirs shall hold and enjoy the estate called and known by

the name of "Clifton."



After John Wilson's death, family ownership of “Great
Hopes'" and "Dear Purchase,'" otherwise known as '"Westover," did
not last much longer. John C. Wilson, Jr. and his wife, Sally,
sold the plantation on May 23, 1832 to William Roach for
$15,000. (GH 6/283).

William Roach turned around and sold the property four
years later for the same price to George C. Jenkins (GH 8/514),
who held onto the property for the following thirteen years.

From 1849 to 1886, '"Westover" was transferred three times, two
of those transfers were settled in Somerset County Circuit Court.
In November of 1886, Frederick Baldt bought the estate from
Edmund B. and Sarah Cook (H.F.L. 5/124). It was during Baldt's
twenty-one year ownership that the house was thoroughly reworked.
The current owners' family purchased the farm in September of

1917 (WJS 73/353).
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estover 2.NAME w2stever Far: S=5C
STREET NO.

DATE OR PERIOD 172G

ORIGINAL OWNER Ju:dge ("—_ﬂ‘— “:1“-r. N "
Judge Samuel flson cTYLE Colonial

ORIGINAL USE welling ARCHITECT
PRESENT OWNER [r. Harry Keeran BUILD ER
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~estover tcday 7s the sadly aitered rema’ns of what may have
been the largest manor house “n all of Somerset County. The house
Ts 25 stcrfes high with an A~roof. It is 5 bays wide and 4 bavs deey,
with a large chimney buflt “nto the wail at each end cf the hcuse.
The nouse was stuccoed cover in Victorfan times. Where the stucco
has fallen, a Flem'sh Bond rattern wth all clazed headers ajpears.
Cver c¢ne w'ndcw where the stucco has come cff s v¥sible a flat zrc:
of rubbed brick. a Dbelt course and a water table are also visible
under the stucco although the’r deta’ls cannct be seen. The “nteriod
of the hcuse was also renovated “n Victorfan trim. Cnly a few frag-
ments of the criginal panelling remein “n upsta’rs rooms. There are
three W'lson tcmbs at the rear ¢f the house and remains of what must
have been a very large boxwood garden.
An enzraving in Harper's of 1879 shows the house as Tt was.
Cn one sfde a brick arched cclonnade led to a large 2% storey red-
eral style pedfmented wing which was actually larger than rhe ~a’n
hcuse. Th's wing had ~hat was cne ¢f the most elaborate ballrooms
"n the state. Today only the ma’n house rema’ns “n a sadly altered
state. Something should be done tc at least convince the cwners to
take tne stucco from the hcuse so that fts fne brick work may again
be visicle. This house ‘s exceptionally large for such an early datd.
Judge Samuel Wilson buflt “t zlong with Arlinscton and Workin-ton,
two nefghtor’ng :lantatfons, Today arlincton survives but orking=-
ton has burned. .estover fs “ctured on the l.arvland 3tate 3ilver
Service for 3omerset Ccunty.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endongered Interior Exterior
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Westover Farm
Princess Anne MD Quadrangle, 1972
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Documentary Photograph-
Collection of Keenan Family-c.
Copied 2/84 Paul Touart
Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm S-50
Near Westover, Somerset County

West Elevation

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
North Elevation

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
East Elevation

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Documentary Photograph-
Collection of Keenan Family-c.
Copied 2/84 Paul Touart
Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Southeast Elevation

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Cornice Detail

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Staircase

2/84 Paul Touart
Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm a6
Near Westover, Somerset County 50
Documentary-c. 1915-1920

Collection of Keenan Family

Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Documentary-c. 1915-1920
Collection of Keenan Family
Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Parlor Mantel

2/84 Paul Touart
Neg./Md, Historical Trust
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Westover Farm 5-50
Near Westover, Somerset County
Vaults-Wilson Family

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust






Westover Farm

Near Westover, Somerset County
Dining Room Mantel

2/84 Paul Touart

Neg./Md. Historical Trust
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